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SECRET BAGHDAD 1919 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PFOR IZ 

SUBJECT: TERRORISM, FOREIGN POLICY, AND INTERNAL TENSIONS IN IRAQ 

1 . SUMMARY: IRAQI REGIME IS FRUSTRATED BY CURRENT DEVELOP 
MENTS IN ARAB WORLD AND DISTURBED BY INCREASING TERRORISM AT 
HOME. DESPITE THESE PROBLEMS AND INCREASED INTERNAL TENSION 
WITH KURDS, IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY AND BAATHI NATIONAL COMMAND, 
IRAQI REGIME STILL SEEMS TO BE IN UNDISPUTED CONTROL. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN AFTERMATH OF AIRPORT BOMBING, BAGHDAD REMAINS TENSE 
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AS POLICE AND SECURITY SERVICES BRACE THEMSELVES FOR 
FURTHER TERRORISM. LATEST APPARENT OUTRAGE WAS BOMB 
EXPLOSION IN DOWNTOWN BAGDAD CINEMA ON EVENING OF 
DECEMBER 23. GOI HAS NOT PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED THIS 
LATEST ATROCITY BUT RUMORS SPREAD RAPIDLY THROUGH 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS AFTER LOUD EXPLOSION WAS HEARD IN 
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DOWNTOWN BAGHDAD THAT EVENING. USINT SOURCE WHO HAS 
CLOSE CONNECTIONS WITH SECURITY ADMITTED THAT EXPLOSION 
HAD TAKEN PLACE IN CINEMA BUT SAID THAT NO ONE HAD BEEN 
KILLED. HE SAID GOI WOULD NOW IMPOSE STRICTER CONTROLS 
ON CINEMAS, CHECKING ALL PACKAGES AS PATRONS ENTER AND 
LOCKING DOORS AFTER SHOWING STARTS SO THAT NO ONE CAN 
LEAVE UNTIL PERFORMANCES ARE COMPLETED. 

3. ANTI-REGIME IRAQIS IN LEAGUE WITH SYRIAN REGIME 

ARE CONSIDERED THE PROBABLE PERPETRATORS OF THE VIOLENCE. 
SYRIAN EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD IS UNDER PARTICULARLY HEAVY 
SURVEILLANCE ALTHOUGH IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT SYRIANS 
WOULD USE THEIR EMBASSY AS A BASE FOR COVERT OPERATIONS 
UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS. 

4. WE CONTINUE TO HEAR REPORTS OF SMALL-GROUP INSURGENT 
ACTIVITY IN NORTH. OPERATIONS ARE APPARENTLY CARRIED 
OUT BY KURDISH IRREGULARS SUPPORTED BY DAMASCUS. USINT 
PRINCIPAL OFFICER WAS DENIED PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN 
NORTH DURING NEW YEARS HOLIDAYS ALTHOUGH TWO OTHER USINT 
OFFICERS MADE SIMILAR TRIP IN EARLY DECEMBER. 

5. THERE ARE ALSO SIGNS OF INCREASED TENSION BETWEEN 
THE RULING BAATH PARTY AND IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY. 

IN REPORTING ON GOI STATEMENT ATTACKING SYRIAN REGIME 
FOR AIRPORT BOMBING, COMMUNIST PARTY PAPER, TARIQ 
AS-SHAB, LEFT OUT ONE PARAGRAPH WHICH CONTAINED A 
PARTICULARLY SCURRILOUS ATTACK ON SYRIANS. IN RESPONSE 
REGIME DEVOTED ENTIRE FRONT PAGE OF BAATH PARTY WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPER, AR-RASED, TO AN ATTACK ON THE ICP FOR ITS 
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ALLEGED FAILURE TO SUPPORT THE POLICIES OF THE IRAQI 
REGIME AND FOR ITS HABIT OF TAKING ITS CUES FROM 
FOREIGN POWERS. 

6. ON DIPLOMATIC FRONT, REGIME IS ALSO TAKING SOME 

WELL EARNED LUMPS WITH EXPULSION OF FOUR IRAQI DIPLOMATS 
FROM IRAQE EMBASSY IN AMMAN FOR COMPLICITY IN TERRORIST 
ATTACK ON INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL AND WITH ENFORCED 
DEARTURE OF IRAQI DIPLOMAT FROM UNITED NATIONS MISSION 
FOR ILLEGAL ARMS TRANSACTIONS. 

7. BANKUPTCY OF IRAQI FOREIGN POLICY TOWARD ARAB WORLD 
WAS FURTHER HIGHLIGHTED LAST WEEK BY ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
PLANS FOR POLITICAL MERGER BETWEEN SYRIA AND EGYPT. IRAQIS 
DO NOT LIKE TO PLAY ROLE OF ADD MAN OUT WHICH CONFLICTS WITH 
THEIR DEEP SEATED IDEOLOGICAL AND EMOTIONAL INCLINATION 
TOWARDS ARAB UNITY. SYRIAN-EGYPTIAN MOVE WAS PARTICULARY 
BITTER ILL FOR IRAQI REGIME SINCE MERGER PLANS WERE 
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OBVIOUSLY RELATED TO SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN ATTEMPTS TO 
MOVE IN DIRECTION OF A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT WITH ISRAEL 
IN DEFIANCE OF IRAQI "REJECTIONIST" PHILOSOPHY. 

8. OPEC CONFERENCE HAS ALSO STRAINED IRAQI RELATIONS 
WITH OTHER ARAB STATES, IN THES CASE, SAUDI ARABIA 
AND THE UAE. ALTHOUGH GOI TOOK A CERTAIN CONSOLATION 
IN FINDING ITSELF, AT LAST, ON THE SIDE OF THE 
MAJORITY, THE DECISION BY SAUDI ARABIA AND UAE TO GO 
THEIR OWN WAY ON OIL PRICING WAS OCCASION FOR SOME 
ANGRY WORDS FROM GOI. IRAQI PLANNING OFFICIALS HAD 
COUNTED ON LARGER INCREASE TO HELP FINANCE THEIR 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS OVER NEXT FIVE YEARS. SHAIKH YAMANI 
WAS A PARTICULAR TARGET OF ABUSE. 

9. TO ADD TO THEIR OTHER PROBLEMS, THERE APPEARS TO BE 
SOME INCREASE IN TENSION BETWEEN THE BAATHI NATIONAL 
COMMAND, DOMINATED BY MICHAEL AFLAK AND OTHER ANTI-SYRIAN- 
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REGIME SYRIANS, AND THE REGIONAL COMMAND, CONTROLLED 
BY BAKR AND SADDAM HUSSEIN. WE HAVE HEARD REPORTS THAT 
THE REGIONAL COMMAND HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY ANNOYED BY 
EXTENT TO WHCIH NATIONAL COMMAND HAS LIMITED THEIR FREEDOM 
OF ACTION BY TAKING PUBLIC POSITIONS ON SENSITIVE FOREIGN 
POLICY ISSUES BEFORE THE REGIONAL COMMAND HAS HAD TIME 
TO ACT. FOR EXAMPLE, THE IMPLACABLE HATRED FOR THE SYRIAN 
REGIME ON THE PART OF THE SYRIAN EXILES ON THE NATIONAL 
COMMAND HAS LIMITED THE REGIME'S FLEXIBILITY IN MANAGING 
THIS BITTER CONFLICT. 

10. ALL IN ALL, THIS IS NOT A MERRY HOLIDAY SEASON FOR 
THE GOI. OUTLOOK IS FOR INCREASING FRUSTRATION ON 
PART OF IRAQI REGIME WHO HAVE UNWISELY LOCKED 
THEMSELVES INTO A NUMBER OF UNREALISTIC POLICIES AND 
WHO MAY NOW FEEL OBLIGED TO OPT FOR MORE DESPERATE 
MEASURES, SUCH AS TERRORISM, IN A VAIN ATTEMPT TO 
CARRY THEM OUT. TERRORISM WILL, OF COURSE, BREED 
COUNTER-TERRORISM, WHICH WILL, IN TURN, ADD TO THE REGIME'S 
ALREADY WELL DEVELOPED SENSE OF INSECURITY. 

1 1. IN FACT, DESPITE RECENT BOMBING OUTRAGES, REGIME 
SEEMS TO US TO BE IN RELATIVELY STRONG POSITON AT 
HOME. POLICE AND SECURITY AGENCIES PERVADE ALL ASPECTS 
OF LIFE IN IRAQ AND SADDAM HUSSEIN IS INCREASINGLY 
TAKING OVER THE REINS OF POWER FROM AN AILING PRESIDENT 
BAKR. ACCEPTABILITY OF HUSSEIN TO LEADERSHIP OF ARMED 
FORCES CONTINUES TO BE THE MAJOR UNRESOLVED SUCCESSION 
ISSUE, BUT HUSSEIN IS A MASTER MANIPULATOR AND HAS 

HAD PLENTY OF TIME TO ESTABLISH HIS OWN NETWORK OF 
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INFORMERS WITHING THE ARMED FORCES AND MOVE HIS TRUSTED 
SUPPORTERS INTO KEY COMMANDS. ALTHOUGH TERRORISM AND 
COVERT WARFARE MAY NOW INTENSIFY. WE DOUBT THAT REGIME 
IS IN SERIOUS DANGER, IN THE ABSENCE OF A SUCCESSFUL 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON SADDAM HUSSEIN HIMSELF. 

WILEY 
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